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In February 2017, it will be 25 years since the 
signing of the Maastricht Treaty - an event 
that marked the birth of the European 
Union, the euro and our Committee of the 
Regions.

Consequently, Maastricht - capital of my 
Province Limburg, is the perfect place to 
look back at Europe at the time when the 
treaty was signed as well as to look forward 
to the Europe of the future. We are doing 
so by organising Europe Calling! Maastricht 
Treaty 25th Anniversary: a varied programme 

The Chair of the Sustainable Development 
Programme in the City of Espoo, Sirpa 
Hertell, participated in the Finnish delega-
tion led by Minister Tiilikainen in the UN’s 
High Level Political Forum on Sustainable 
Development in New York 18.-20.7.2016. 

Finland is one of the first countries report-
ing on the implementation of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development and 
Hertell was pleased to share Espoo’s sus-
tainable development work as the city has 
been chosen as the most sustainable city in 
Europe as well as rewarded for the most im-
pressive commitment in 2016. 

Mrs. Hertell stated in her speech how busi-
ness, cities and the civil society implement 

of events and activities in Maastricht and 
the region, focusing on the debate about 
Europe.

On 9 December for example - exact-
ly 25 years after the European summit in 
Maastricht - a conference will be organised 
for academics and EU politicians. One of the 
venues will be the Provincial Government 
Buildings on the River Meuse: the location 
in Maastricht for the treaty negotiations 
and the place where the treaty was signed. 
This is also where the EPP will be holding 

the 2030 Agenda together: “This is the dec-
ade of nourishment. Finland was the first 
country to offer free lunch to all pupils in 
schools 60 years ago. Today, Espoo is the first 
city to weigh food waste from school lunch-
es and the children were very proud to tell 
that waste has reduced by 30 % during the 
past six months! A diet good for people is also 
good for the planet.”

Finland’s second largest city Espoo is com-
mitted to an ambitious programme on 
Sustainable Development. The programme 
focuses on climate action, promoting na-
ture values, and finding innovative mobility 
and energy solutions. Schools, daycare cen-
tres, libraries and other municipal organisa-
tions can all take part with their own com-

its party conference on 20 October. This 
means that Maastricht, and the Provincial 
Government Buildings in particular, will 
once again become a real workplace for 
Europe that is open to everyone.

For more information about Europe Calling! 
please go to: www.europecalling.nl

We look forward to seeing you again in 
Maastricht!  

mitments. Individual commitments range 
from reducing food waste at schools to pro-
moting electric public transportation. For 
us, it is important that no one is left behind 
in Espoo.
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The refugee crisis has had an impact all over 
Europe and nowhere has it been felt stronger 
than in our cities and regions. Over a million 
individuals arrived in Europe in 2015 alone, and 
as they landed on the shores of the Mediterra-
nean or crossed the borders to the villages in 
Eastern Europe and made their way towards 
Central and Northern Europe, the arrivals 
needed and continue to need help and 
support from local and regional authorities for 
accommodation, food, healthcare, education 
and social services. 

Structural funds often get called into action as 
the fastest and most flexible funding tool to 
help our regions and cities. The refugee crisis is 
no exception. Cohesion policy can and does 
support the long-term integration of migrants 
and refugees - mainly through its development 
and social funds: investments in infrastructure 
from shelters, schools and urban regeneration 
as well as training, language courses, anti-dis-
criminatory initiatives and childcare. In Italy, 
already 200 million euros have been repro-
grammed to address the refugee crisis; more 
countries are expected to follow.

Migration is a global problem - Europe will not 
be able to solve all of the problems arising in 
Africa, the Middle-East or at the Eastern 
borders of the EU. There is no reset button for 
the situation. Cities and regions will step up 
and carry their responsibility - as we have thus 
far. However, we can only do this together with 
the support of our national and European 
partners. We are all part of the same European 
Union and it will take all of us to tackle the 
crisis.



Manfred Weber, 
Chairman of the EPP Group in the European 

Parliament
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“I’m deeply honoured to have been 
appointed by the Irish Government 
to take up the position as Head of 
the Irish Delegation. I’m very much 

looking forward to the role and 
working alongside my EPP 

colleagues in dealing with 
the many opportunities 

and challenges that 

lie ahead. I believe that my experi-
ences as a local and regional public 
representative, my keen interest in 
European affairs, coupled with my 
strong business background, will 
make me an asset to the EPP team. I 
feel very strongly that there is a need 
to translate the benefits that our 
involvement in Europe has on citi-

zens’ everyday lives.  In maximising 
Ireland’s involvement and influence 
in the delivery of the Committee of 
the Regions’ programme, I’m par-
ticularly keen to strengthen links 
with other Delegations and regional 
interests. Following the Brexit vote 
and the challenge to European soli-
darity and cohesion that it presents, 

it is so important that we all work 
together to re-assert the European 
values and ideals upon which the 
Union was founded and ensure that 
any risks that lie ahead are man-
aged very carefully,” concluded 
Councillor Murphy.

The EPP Group in the Committee of the Regions 
welcomes the recent announcement of EPP Member Tipperary 

Councillor Michael Murphy as Head of the Irish Delegation

Migration and integration: 
The impact on women:  EPP women summer academy

EPP women have been in dialogue 
for several years with many actors on 
the situation for women in conflict 
zones, such as during the Arab spring 
and the refugee crisis. It is important 
to ensure a gender perspective in all 
refugee policies, actions in conflict 
zones and in fragile states that can-
not protect their citizens’ rights. 

Women and girls are particularly 
vulnerable in those situations. There 

are many aspects involved and our 
big concern is the “silence” about 
the violation of women’s rights and 
how women are targeted for muti-
lation, rape, trafficking and murder. 
As a political group we have a re-
sponsibility to understand what is 
happening in these conflict zones 
but also to seek political solutions to 
ensure human rights and women’s 
rights. In addition, we need to em-

power the immigrant women that 
live in our European societies but 
are still excluded from the job mar-
ket, engagement in political bodies 
and other decision-making areas. 

As the majority of the refugees 
are men, they are also the major-
ity in the refugee camps where 
many come from countries with 
male-dominated societies. This cre-
ates challenges for us if we wish to 

ensure the protection of the girls 
and women escaping conflict zones 
and living in the camps. Erosion of 
democracy, human rights and val-
ues does not take place overnight, 
it is a slow change and it happens 
every day in the small decisions and 
the behaviour we make and accept. 
We already see changes in some 
countries on the repression on 
women and non-Muslim minorities, 

segregation from society, from sec-
ular to religious based government, 
women staying at home jobless, or 
women-unfriendly laws.

EPP women are deeply concerned 
about the development for women 
in the world and will adopt a reso-
lution during the next congress in 
Sofia on 7 October.

By Jelena Drenjanin, Local Councillor of Huddinge

“For Europe’s youth, Europe is the hope for a 
better future. They want to shape a common 

future.”

“The European way of life stands for future. 
We have inherited a wonderful Europe 

and we want to pass it on to our youth.”

Jean-Claude Juncker, 
President of the European Commission

“Europeans want concrete solutions 
to the very pertinent problem that 
our Union is facing. And they want 
more than promises, resolutions 
and summit conclusions. They have 
heard and seen these too often. 
Europeans want common decisions 
followed by swift and efficient im-
plementation.”

“Europe can only work if we all work for 
unity and commonality, and forget the 
rivalry between competences and insti-
tutions. Only then will Europe be more 
than the sum of its parts. And only then 
can Europe be stronger and better than it 
is today. Only then will leaders of the EU 
institutions and national governments be 
able to regain the trust of Europe’s citizens 
in our common project.”

“The next twelve months are the 
crucial time to deliver a better 
Europe: 
a Europe that protects;
a Europe that preserves the European 
way of life;
a Europe that empowers our citizens,
a Europe that defends at home and 
abroad; and
a Europe that takes responsibility.”

State of the European Union Speech
September 14th 2016



By providing easy and free access to data, the 
European Union wants to encourage innova-
tion and unleash further economic potential. 
This rise in open data has enabled a few, inno-
vative journalists to tell powerful stories and 
to back them up with interactive graphics. On 
November 23rd-24th 2016, the EPP Group in the 
European Committee of the Regions will invite 
50 young media makers to the ninth edition of 
its Winter University, where they will share ex-
periences of data journalism and using data to 
break stories as well as exploring value of open 
data for the transparency of government with 
Members of the CIVEX Commission.
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Highlights from the Bratislava Summit	
Almost 1,000 local, national and 
EU decision-makers, experts and 
business representatives took part 
in the 7th Summit of Regions and 
Cities on 8th and 9th July in the city of 
Bratislava, Slovakia. The EPP Group 
in the European Committee of 
the Regions was right at the heart 
of the Summit titled “Invest and 
Connect” as the hosts for this one 
of the key events during the Slovak 
Presidency of the European Union 
were our Members Mr. Pavol 
Frešo, President of the Bratislava 
Self-Governing Region, and Mr. Ivo 
Nesrovnal, the Mayor of Bratislava. 

Key issues in the Summit were ad-
dressing the investment gap and 
connecting resources, ideas, plac-
es and people. Our Members 
were also prominent among the 

Demographic change is a major challenge facing 
Europe’s regions and cities. It affects the sustainabil-
ity of pension systems and dictates the evolution of 
the welfare state, due to pressure on health and so-
cial care systems. While the characteristics of some 
areas or regions mean they will be affected later or 
to a lesser extent, it is indisputable that the effects 
will be felt across the entire EU. Looking to the fu-
ture, the situation seems even bleaker with popu-
lation projections from Eurostat forecasting even 
greater age dependency ratios. Despite these chal-
lenges, The EPP Group in the European Committee 
of the Regions organises a workshop during the 
European Week of Regions and Cities on October 
12th aims to turn the perception of demographic 
change on its head by showcasing European regions 
and cities that are turning the challenges of ageing 
populations, low birth-rates and new arrivals into 
opportunities.

To reap the benefits of cross-border coopera-
tion, including with the EU’s neighbours, the 
EPP Group in the European Committee of the 
Regions will meet in Dubrovnik on October 
28th 2016 to examine the EU Strategy for the 
Adriatic and Ionian Region (EUSAIR), following 
an invitation from Nikola Dobroslavić, County 
Prefect of Dubrovnik-Neretva. Bringing together 
eight countries (Croatia, Greece, Italy, Slovenia, 
Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro 
and Serbia) the third EU macro-regional strat-
egy aims to strengthen prosperity and security 
in South and Southeast Europe. The EPP Group 
has already encouraged the use of multi-level 
governance in the shaping of the EUSAIR and 
the importance of local and regional authorities 
in defining and implementing the Action Plan. 
This meeting will be a chance to look at the 
achievements of EUSAIR since its launch in 2014.

Summit speakers: in addition to the 
hosts and European Committee 
of the Regions’ President Markku 
Markkula, Raffaele Cattaneo, 
Christian Buchmann, Marek 
Woźniak and Iñigo de la Serna 
Hernáiz presented their views on in-
vestment, innovative entrepreneur-
ship, transport and digitalisation.

Speaking ahead of the Summit, 
Michael Schneider, President of 
the EPP Group in the European 

Committee of the Regions, stressed 
the need to improve existing in-
struments and remove obstacles to 
investment: “The enthusiasm sur-
rounding the Urban Agenda clear-
ly demonstrates the potential for 
Europe’s regions and cities to gener-
ate smarter, greener and more sus-
tainable growth across the Union. 
However, Europe’s crises have seen 
the social, economic and territorial 
gaps widening. Whilst this is a con-

cern, I am sure that through opti-
mised use of the European structural 
and investment funds, better spend-
ing and simplified policies, we will be 
able to get Europe back on track.”

Upcoming EPP-CoR events and meetings

Bratislava Declaration
Connecting Europe through territorial investment1

A change in mindset towards results-oriented 
investments2

Enhanced investment capacity through stronger 
coordination at all levels3

Continuous dialogue and partnership4

 Increased ownership and awareness of citizens’ needs5

The 
declaration 

also proposes 
five solutions 

to 
improve 

investment:

The aim of the Bratislava Summit was to ensure 
that local and regional experiences are reflected 
in the policies that will affect Europe’s economic, 
social and territorial prospects for years to come. 
This is particularly relevant given that regional 
and local authorities are responsible for more 
than 70 % of public investment. In the Bratislava 
Declaration, the European Committee of the 
Regions endorses a forward looking vision for 
Europe based on strengthening investment for 
promoting cohesion, sustainable growth and job 
creation in the cities and regions.

Ongoing opinions

CIVEX
■■ Legal Migration Package, 

Olgierd Geblewicz 
Adoption foreseen December 2016

COTER
■■ The future of Cohesion Policy beyond 2020, 

Michael Schneider 
Adoption foreseen May 2017

■■ Arctic Sea, 
Pauliina Haijanen 
Adoption foreseen February 2017

ECON
■■ European Deposit Insurance Scheme, 

Hans-Jörg Duppré  
Adoption foreseen June 2016

■■ Bridging the Investment Gap: How 
to Tackle the Challenges?, 
Markku Markkula  
Adoption foreseen February 2017

■■ Fiscal Capacity and Automatic 
Stabilisers for the Economic and 
Monetary Union, 
Carl Fredrik Graf 
Adoption foreseen February 2017

■■ Smart regulation for SMEs, 
Christian Buchmann  
Adoption foreseen May 2017

SEDEC
■■ EU eGovernment Action Plan, 

Martin Andreasson 
Adoption foreseen October 2016

■■ Towards an EU Strategy for 
international cultural relations, 
Apostolos Tzitzikostas 
Adoption foreseen February 2017

■■ Digital Single Market Package – 
Copyright 2, 
Mauro D’Attis 
Adoption foreseen February 2017

ENVE
■■ Towards a new EU climate change 

adaptation strategy, 
Sirpa Hertell 
Adoption foreseen February 2017

■■ Outlook Opinion on Mid-term 
evaluation of the LIFE programme, 
Witold Stępień 
Adoption foreseen February 2017

NAT
■■ Regulating price volatility of 

agricultural products, 
Jacques Blanc 
Adoption foreseen December 2016

■■ Tourism: a driving force for 
investment, jobs and sustainable 
growth in Europe’s regions and cities, 
Hanspeter Wagner 
Adoption foreseen December 2016

■■ Towards a sustainable EU food 
policy that creates jobs and growth 
in Europe’s Regions and Cities, 
Arno Kompatscher 
Adoption foreseen March 2017

EUSAIR: closer cooperation 
and connectivity in the Adriatic 

and Ionian Region

Data, data everywhere: 
what relevance 

for local and regional media?

EWRC workshop: Europe’s 
demographic– from challenges to local 

and regional opportunities
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Stress that citizens expect a 
well-functioning European migra-

tion policy. This must be the aim of 
all political decision-makers at EU, na-
tional, regional and local level. In order 
for this to become a reality, all levels 
of government, in particular local and 
regional authorities need to have a 
say in its design and implementation 
demonstrating enhanced tangible co-
operation and solidarity. The European 
refugee and migration policy must 
clearly differentiate between refugees 
in clear need of protection and eco-
nomic migrants.

We, the members of the European People’s Party Group in the European Committee of the Regions,

essential information on rights 
and medical care. Request, in this 

respect, for sufficient financial re-
sources to be allocated to local and 
regional authorities who should be 
responsible for coordinating with rele-
vant NGOs on their use.

er local solutions as well as protecting 
the EU-Schengen and transit borders.

Strongly emphasise that all “four 
freedoms” of the EU’s Single 

Market: free movement of goods, 
services, capital and people must be 
preserved equally with no exception, 
as one of the cornerstones of the EU. 
We are highly concerned by any pos-
sible restriction on the free movement 
of people which is a fundamental ele-
ment of the European project. In this 
context, we recall that re-established 
border checks within the Schengen 
Area would lead to a loss of invest-
ments and have a negative impact on 
inter-regional and cross-border eco-
nomic cooperation. In this respect, we 
welcome a newly-created European 
border and coast guard, which will 
help prevent future threats and ensure 
the appropriate level of internal securi-
ty within the European Union.

enhanced. We believe in the appli-
cation of a multi-level governance 

approach to the fight against smug-
glers, involving local and regional au-
thorities, to underpin the implementa-
tion of the 2015-2020 EU Action Plan 
against migrant smuggling. In this con-
text, we are ready to develop this fur-
ther with local and regional authorities 
in the Middle East and North Africa.

Believe that EU migration pol-
icy must incorporate respect for 

human dignity where migrants’ rights 
are recognised, equality of person is 
promoted and asylum applications are 
swiftly processed. At the same time, it 
is essential to recognise the principle 
of reciprocity whereby such a policy 
must guarantee mutual respect be-
tween migrant and host communi-
ties. This principle safeguards the free, 
democratic and tolerant model of so-
ciety that European citizens have built.

Bring the voice of regional and 
local authorities who want to 

better invest in a common European 
integrated solution to the refugee 
crisis. We highlight that programmes 
under the Asylum, Migration and 
Integration Fund should be imple-
mented mainly by local or regional au-
thorities and that better cooperation 
with the national managing authorities 
should exist to this end. We consider it 
essential to simplify and speed up the 
funding procedures, give the regions 
direct access to the financial resourc-
es made available by the EU and make 
use of both the Asylum, Migration and 
Integration Fund and the Emergency 
Assistance Instrument designed to ad-
dress humanitarian crises.

Emphasise the fact that on the 
basis of reciprocity, coopera-

tion and the shared obligations of the 
European Member States in relation 
to the refugee issue, an efficient and 
feasible plan has to be implemented 
regarding the allocation of refugees 
in all countries. Fair burden-sharing 
will demonstrate solidarity between 
Member States and will allow more lo-
cal and regional authorities to assume 
responsibility and contribute further to 
asylum accommodation in the future.

Support third countries of 
transit in preventing departures 

of displaced people toward the EU. 
Due to the deterioration of conflicts 
in the Middle East and Africa, and in-
creasing violence against civilians, the 
protection of refugees in their areas of 
origin must become a crucial element 
in dealing with the growing number 
of displaced people. We want this to 
be a human and sustainable part of 
the strategy for the EU refugee crisis, 
and therefore we are committed to 
investing more resources in designing 
an integrated and long-term roadmap 
helping people to rebuild their lives 
in dignity as close as possible to their 
country of origin.

Recall that local and regional 
authorities are at the front line 

in providing assistance to migrants 
in need arriving in the EU and have 
shown commendable solidarity to-
wards fellow human beings fleeing 
from war, violence and hunger. Often 
with limited resources they deliver 

Insist on zero tolerance for 
smugglers and human traffick-

ers, including terrorist organisations, 
and call for a more dynamic strategy 
designed and implemented by the 
relevant EU decision-makers in com-
bating this practice. To this end, ex-
change of information with authorities 
in the countries of origin should be 

Strongly support the efforts at 
EU level to work on a compre-

hensive and efficient reform of the 
Common European Asylum System, 
and request better cooperation and 
more solidarity among the members 
of the European Council in this regard. 
We need a reform that will simplify 
and speed up asylum procedures, lim-
iting the often forced stay of migrants 
in temporary facilities and guaran-
tee the equal and fair treatment of 
applicants. We emphasise however, 
that the solution to the migrant crisis 
can only be found by identifying the 
root cause in the places of origin, by 
supporting solutions outside of the 
EU in order to protect the EU and 
Schengen-Areas external borders. In 
this context, managing the settlement 
of the refugees and migrants in the EU 
as well as the root of the problem is 
essential. This can be achieved by pro-
viding social, educational and health 
care support in the crisis countries 
(e.g. by building hospitals) or any oth-

Believe that only those asylum 
seekers who flee from war, per-

secution or natural disasters should 
be granted refugee status, take ad-
vantage of its rights and benefits and 
start the necessary integration process 
within our societies. We highlight that 
those applicants who do not quali-
fy for international protection must 
be returned to their respective coun-
tries. Return actions must be backed 
by operational cooperation between 
the Member States and EU agen-
cies. In this context we welcome the 
European Commission’s proposal for 
a common EU list of safe-countries 
of origin as part of the harmonisation 
of EU migration policies, support the 
positive outcome of the current in-
ter-institutional negotiations, and call 
for a progressive and fruitful adoption 
of the list by all Member States.

Europe’s migration challenge is an area 
where European citizens want to see 
more European action - and Europe’s 
local and regional authorities are at 
the heart of the solution to the re-
cent refugee’s crisis and successful 
implementation EU migration pol-
icy. On the invitation of Apostolos 
Tzitzikostas, Governor of the Region 
of Central Macedonia, the EPP Group 
in the European Committee of the 
Regions met in one of Europe’s most 
affected regions, Thessaloniki, on 16 
September, to take stock of the situ-
ation and find common responses for 
the future.

In his keynote address Dimitris 
Avramopoulos, EU Commissioner 
for Migration, Home Affairs and 
Citizenship, former Mayor of Athens 
and Member of the European 
Committee of the Regions, under-
lined that solidarity and responsibil-
ity are necessary, especially in times 
where populism and nationalism gain 
ground: “The voices calling for walls, 
fences and closed borders are getting 
louder. They are the same voices that 
ask for solidarity “a la carte”, and turn-
ing commitments and responsibility 
into populism and demagogy, when 
they go from Brussels back to their 
countries.” In this context, he appealed 
to the EPP family to be a solid pillar 

of stability, reliability and prospect for 
Europe.

President of the EPP-CoR Group 
Michael Schneider agreed that find-
ing a solution to the current crisis is 
necessary for Europe to remain unit-
ed: “we believe that providing answers 
to the uneasy relationship between mi-
gration and security is crucial to save 
the EU from disruptive political forces 
and from the re-nationalization of the 
EU policies” he argued. Whilst co-or-
ganiser of the conference, Governor 
of Central Macedonia Apostolos 
Tzitzikostas added “it is a defining 
moment for the European Union, 
since this crucially challenging issue 
calls for a shared policy vision, based 

on solidarity and a political consensus 
around that vision at all levels”.

The Conference “The role of the 
EU’s regional and local authorities 
in addressing the refugee crisis: our 
common challenge, our collective re-
sponse” gathered plentiful of speakers 
representing different levels of gov-
ernment, international organisations, 
institutions and NGOs, including EPP-
CoR Members Olgierd Geblewicz – 
Marshal of Westpomerania region and 
CoR rapporteur on “Legal migration 
package”, and Hans Janssen - Mayor 
of Oisterwijk and CoR rapporteur on 
“Protection of refugees in their areas 
of origin: a new perspective”.

The role of the EU’s regional and 
local authorities in addressing the 
refugee crisis:

our common challenge, our collec-
tive response

Addressing the Refugee Crisis: 
a common challenge needs a collective response

The role of the EU’s regional and local authorities in addressing the refugee crisis: 
our common challenge, our collective response
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